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CHARLES CITY COUNTY GRIEVANCES 1676. 

[Winder Papers — Virginia State Library.] 

To the Hon ble Herbert J efferies* Esq., S r John Berry* Knt., 
Frances Morrison, Esq', his ma"" hon ble Commissioners ap- 
pointed to enquire into the affairs of Virginia. 

The humble Remonstrance and addresse of the Inhabitants 
of Charles City County within his ma"" Collony of Virginia 
aforesayde. 

May it please yo 'r Horirs: 

Although wee want words to Expresse the greate apprehen- 
sion and sence wee have and ought to have of his ma"" Royall 
pitty, compassion and bounty to us his poore and unworthy sub- 
jects manifested in his princely wisdome and care taken of this 
his ma Ue * Colony in appointing yo r Hon™ his ma"" worthy com- 
missioners for the ends and purposes mentioned in his Royal 
proclamation. And for his ma"" unparalelled mercy, in soe 
frankly pardoning our many grievous crimes and disorders late 
commited to happening amongst us, and for other his acts of 
grace and bounty shewne us: yet since our silence in this case 
would not onely render us more contumacious than wee have yet 
bin, but in the highest measure ungrateful. 

Wee humbly beseech yo r Hon™ (since wee are not of ourselves 
able or worthy) for us and in our names, in the lowest and most 
submissive manner, to represent to our most gracious King our 
hearty and unfeigned sorrow and repentance for haveing soe 
highly offended his ma" as of late wee have done by our dis- 
order and contumacies. 

And in the like most humble and submissive manner in our 
names to render his most sacred ma 1 ' all possible thanks that 
you in yo r wisdome thinke us capable of returning his ma 1 ' for 
his Royall compassion and bounty extended to us as afores'd; 
and withall for us and in our behalfe to promise unto his s* ma" 
(as wee and each of us doe hereby engage and promise for the 
future) that wee will beare and behave ourselves faithfully, 

* See notes at end of article. 
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loyally and most obediently, as becomes loyall and obedient 
subjects, both to his sacred ma 1 ' and to all such as he shall please 
to put in authority over us. 

Now for as much as (if wee misunderstand not his ma llM royall 
proclamacon) his ma ty is gratiously pleased in his Royall charity 
to think wee fell not into these late disorders and contumacies 
out of any evil will or direct contempt of his ma" M Royall per- 
son or authority (as we hereby humbly protest wee did not), 
but rather that wee were mislead and seduced thereunto by 
specious though false pretences. And forasmuch as by yo r 
Hon" declaration of the 6th of February last past, wee were in- 
vited and required to impart to yo r Hon" our pressures or grie- 
vances and more p'ticularly such as wee conceive to have been 
the true grounds and originall occasions of these late troubles 
and disorders amongst us. Wee thereupon in the doeing thereof 
humbly beseech yo r Hon" to looke upon us, as wee are a hand- 
full of poore ignorant and unlearned people, whose unskillfulness 
in the law, may Easilye lay us open to divers failings, especially 
when in these our addresses wee are to complaine of persons of 
such wisdome and authority as our hon*" Rulers and Majestrates 
are and have been off, and therefore wee further humbly beseech 
yo r Hon" to beare w 1 " and pass by such particulars, or passages 
in these our addresses (if any such be found) as may give cause 
of offence w* we hereby protest we designe not, but have with all 
our skill and Industry endeavored to avoyde. 

In most humble manner therefore wee protest that we intend 
not, nor pretend to the least justification of the late disorders or 
troubles am" us, or any insinuations thereof by any thing shall 
herein be sayd, but with the like humility present that wee or 
most of us were informed as of a truth and seduced into a be- 
liefe. 

First: That S' Wm. Berkeley, Knt., being by his ma Ue * gra- 
tious commision nominated and assigned Govern" and the s" S r 
William Berkeley Knt. , Francis Morrison, Henry Browne, * 
William Bernard, * Thomas Pettus, * Henry Perry, * Edward 
Hill, Thomas Swann, * Esq. , and Thomas Ludwell, Secretary, 
named and assigned to be his ma u " councell for this colony, 

* See notes at end of article. 
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giveing and granting unto them the s d Govern' and councell 
respectively full power and authority to direct and governe, cor- 
rect and punish his ma"" subjects, which then did or should in- 
habite this collony in time of warr or peace, and to perform and 
execute all and every thing concerning this colony as any 
Govern' and councell resident here, within the space of thirty 
yeares then last past had or might execute. And that his s d 
ma 1 ' did by his s d gracious commicon likewise give and grant 
unto the s'd Govern' and counsell full power and authority that 
upon the death or discontinuance of any one of the s" counsell 
here the s 4 Govern' and councell for the time being, or the 
greatest part of them, should nominate and appoint such other 
able sufficient and discreet person in the roome and place of him 
or them soe dying or discontinuing, and that he and they should 
from time to time returne the names and quality of such person 
or persons soe elected unto his ma 1 ' or the Lords of his ma"" 
councell for plantacons, to the end he or they soe elected might 
receive allowance or disallowance as there should be cause, or 
should see meete. By all v/ ch wee veryly hoped and were in- 
duced to believe that his gratious ma 1 ' did take that princely and 
pious care of us his poore subjects, as not in the least to subju- 
gate or leave us to the arbitrary will of the s d S' Wm Berkeley 
or any single person, but that the s d S' W m Berkeley should be 
joyned to his ma 1 ' 1 s d councell here soe nominated and appointed, 
or to be nominated and appointed as afores d . 

Nevertheless (as wee were informed and seduced to believe) the 
s d S r W m Berkeley mindeing and aspiring to a sole and abso- 
lute power and command over us his ma"" subjects, greatly 
neglecting the assistance of his majesties s d councell in most 
weighty affairs (as in the nominating and appointing other fitt 
persons in the roome or place of those of the councell soe nomi- 
nated by his ma" as afore ,d which are dead or absent) did take 
upon him the sole nameing and appointing of other persons in 
theire room and place such as himselfe best liked and thought 
fittest for his purposes, and without the appro: of his ma'' or the 
Lords of his ma""' councell for plantacons, as by his ma""'com- 
micon (which he the s d S' Wm. Berkeley religiously swore to 
observe) he is enjoyned and commanded. And not herewith 
contented hath very often (as wee were informed and seduced to 
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believe) discountenanced and placed his frowns on such of them 
as he observed in the least to thrust or cross his humour, soe 
that if by chance he had at any time choice of a person of hon r 
or conscience, that durst like a noble Patriot speake his minde 
freely for the good of his ma" and of us his majesties poore 
distressed subjects, such person by some means or other was 
soone made weary of comeing to councell, and others overawed 
from the like boldness. And that the s 4 S' Wm. Berkeley have- 
ing for the end and purpose afor 1 * for divers yeares last thus layde 
aside his ma" M councell here, and in the stead thereof formed a 
councell of his owne, the better to support this his single power, 
hath likewise assumed to himself the sole nominating, appointing 
and commissionating of all coinmicon officers both civil and mil- 
litary amongst us (which power as we're seduced -to believe is 
only granted to his ma* 1 councell by his ma"" commicon afore" 1 ) 
and alsoe other offices of profitt, which s d several offices being by 
him the s 4 S r Wm. Berkeley (the better to increase the number 
of his party) multiplyed to a greate number, some of them as 
his councell, commissioners of the peace in the several counties 
and to twice the number they ought to be by law, all which 
offices he bestowed on such persons (how unfitt or unskillfull 
soever) as he conceived would be most for his designs. And 
that the more firmely to binde and oblige them thereunto and 
to allure others to his party, he the s 4 S r Wm. Berkeley per- 
mitted or connived at the persons soe commissionated by him 
(for the end and purpose afore* 4 ) unwarrantably and contrary to 
his ma' 7 ' the very fundamental lawes, to lay and impose what 
levies and imposicons upon us they should or did please, which 
they would often extort from us by force and violence, and which 
for the most part they converted to their owne private lucre and 
gaine. And that S r Wm. Berkeley haveing by these wayes and 
meanes, and by takeing uppon him contrary to law the granting 
collectors places, sherifs, and other offices of profitt to whome 
he best pleased, he soe gained uppon and obliged all or the 
greatest number of the men of parts and estates in the whole 
country (out of which it was necessary our representatives and 
Burgesses should be elected) hath thereby soe fortifyed his 
power, over us, as of himselfe without respect to our laws, to doe 
what soever he best pleased and from time to time (besides the 
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vast sums of To* and money raised for building of the towne 
and forte, neither of which were ever finished or made usefull 
for habitation or security, and for Tanworks, Weavers &c. ) to 
gaine and procure greate quantities of To 1 * and mony from us 
to his proper use over and besides the Thousand pounds yearly 
Sallary appointed him by the King's ma 1 ' and over and besides 
the fees, profitts and per quisetts to the place of Govern' belong- 
ing to the great impovishment of this his raa*' country. All 
which besides the great quantities of armes and ammunicon his 
raa'' hath been gratiously pleased to bestow upon us, and hath 
been raised amongst us for magazines and stores, have (as wee 
have been seduced to believe) been embezelled and consumed 
betwixt him and his officers, and very few or noe good acts done 
for us or this his ma"" country, but on the contrary the same 
made rather worse, more open to all invaders, worse provided 
with armes and ammunicon, much poorer and more unable to 
purchase them. Whereby we have been forced to submitt to 
the Invasions of our Enimies, as in the two late Dutch warrs, 
and in the present warr ag" the Indians wee have wofully ex- 
perienced. Nor hath there bin dureing the long Government of 
the s d S r Wm. Berkeley any competent security provided to 
defend the Merchants shipps tradeing into this country, though 
many vast sums have been raised on the people under the pre- 
tence of fortifications, and money's actually payd by all shipps 
in the name of Castle Duties, but on the contrary the gunns sent 
in by his ma' 7 for that end lye buried in the sand and rust to the 
great incouragement of any Invador, and the apparent hazzard 
of this his ma"" Country. 

All which grievances and pressures and many others we still 
should continue to have patiently suffered under (had the same 
been really true as we were seduced to believe as afore"* and it is 
possible on yo r Hon" enquiry may be found to prove true) rather 
then in the least manner mannifest any contempt or disobedience 
to his ma"" gracious Government, had he the s 4 S' Wm. Berk- 
eley after all this been zealous or active in our defence or pre- 
servacon against o r s" Barbarous enimy the Indian, but when 
instead thereof we heard and found he not onely slighted and 
rejected the grate and lamentable cries of blood, rapine, devas- 
tacon, and distraction that came to his ears, from most parts of 
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this his ma"" distressed country, and tooke noe suffitient course 
to prevent or revenge the same allthough, (as himselfe con- 
fesseth), he had notice of a very formidable body of Indians 
comeing downe upon James river within fifty or sixty miles of 
the English Plantacons that did lye hovering over us and could 
not guess where the storme would fall), but on the contrary 
threatened those of this County of Charles City that with hum- 
ble peticon came voluntary to offer their service at their own 
charge, and the hazard of their lives and fortunes to defend 
themselves and us, and to finde out and destroy the enimy (onely 
desireing his leave or commicon, and to be ledd by any com- 
mander or commanders he should please to appoint) whom with 
threatening language and much scorne he rejected, and instead 
of granting their request, by proclamacon under great pennalty 
prohibited the like petitioning for the future, giving us thereby 
and the slight inquisition had been formerly made after the blood 
of our brethern (w ch had been yearly spilt by the barbarous 
heathern) just cause to suspect that for the lucre of Gaine made 
by him and his friends by trading with them, and furnishing 
them with armes and ammunicon whilst wee ourselves wanted it 
he rather sought to protect them than us. And this wee were 
rather induced to believe for that after he had (to satisfye the 
cryes of the people who dayly sawe the traders issue forth quan- 
tities of arms and ammunicon to ye Indian) by his publeque 
proclamacon prohibited all trading with the s 4 Indians, he 
privately gave commicon to trade to some of his friends, who 
accordingly did sell store of powder and shott &c. to ye Indians 
then in arms against us. 

These things being apparent and many more insinuated into 
our beliefe, togeather with violent and deadly fears of dan- 
ger wee apprehended from the Indian, many of ye people 
haveing left their plantacons and stocks and drawne togeather 
inwards to secure their wives and children, whose daylye cryes 
made our lives uncomfortable. To confesse the truth to yo r 
Hon™, we doe acknowledge wee were soe unadvised then and 
not till then as to believe it our duty incumbent on us both by 
the laws of God and nature, and our duty to his sacred ma"' 
notwithstanding his the S" S r Wm. Berkeley's prohibition and 
comands to ye contrary to take up armes, many of us for the 
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just defence of ourselves, wives and children and this his ma" es 
Country ag" ye Indians. Which afterwards we were the rather 
confirmed to believe for that he by his councell in May last 
owned the Pomunkey and other Indians his subjects for friends 
and allies, when himselfe in March before, in his letter to his 
Ma 1 ' confesseth he strongly suspects that the bloody warr then 
raised on us by our barbarous neighbours was not any private 
grudge, but a gen" combination of all Indians from New 
England hither! And for that same Pomaunkyes in March 
afores d did own some Northern Indians their subjects (and sub- 
jection was by them to the Pomunkies acknowledged at ye same 
time) whom in February before a full councell of warr had 
found and determined to be the murtherers, or accessary by 
helpeing the escape and concealem' of ye murtherers of about 
thirty people at one time on Rappahannock river the same 
month of February. And although he was truely informed (as 
by the s* letter to his ma 17 he confesseth) of several formidable 
bodies of Indians hired from remote parts comeing downe on 
the heads of James river within fifty or sixty miles of ye English 
plantacons and knew not where the storme would light; And 
wee knewe not how soone it might be our lott to fall into the 
hands and power of those barbarous Villanes, noe course being 
taken from w c * wee well could hope for any security, that of 
erecting forts (throughout ye country universally disliked before 
the name of that Imposture Bacon was heard oft) as being a 
matter from which (although a good use formerly) we expected 
great change and yet could not be advised in these times. The 
scituation of our plantacons invirond with thick woods, swamps 
and other covert by the helpe of w " our enimies might at their 
pleasure make their approaches on the most secure of our habi- 
tacons undiscovered (as too often and sadly have been experi- 
mented, they have done, not only on our frontieres, but in the 
very heart and midst of the country) their skulking nature apt 
to make use of this advantage, their promptness and readiness 
to fyre armes, with w eh as with ammunicon they were better fur- 
nished by the traders then wee his ma"" subjects, their boldness 
and dareing they have of late time arrived to, over what they 
have been formerly indued with; besides the cloggs and condi- 
cons w" 1 by the power and pravaleing of the s* S r Wm. Berkeley 
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on the Assembly, were putt on the Garrisons placed or to be 
placed in the s" forts, who were enjoyned not to make any at- 
tempt upon the Indians in case they should discover where they 
were, untill they should first give his hon r an account thereof 
and receive orders from him therein, and the like restraint was 
putt upon all other commanders what ever. Soe that after all 
that charge likely to have accrued after all the trouble of the 
Congress of our forces, after all theire toyle and diligence used 
in findeing the enemy (who are seldome to be dealt with but in 
their owne way of surprize) the very point of execution was to 
be determined of by a person resideing in all likelihood at least 
ioo miles distant from the place of action, to the losse of oppor- 
tunities and utter discouragem' of our forces. 

Of the slowe preparacon and ill managem' of Garrisoning and 
erecting the s d forts had they bin of that use and security as was 
intended; All these things considered, wee could not be ad- 
vised they would be of any security to us save onely to the 
places they stood on, as by woefull experience proved true, 
when the Indians cutt off and distroyed divers people within a 
small distance of some of the forts some of the very souldiers 
therein; and wee of or great part of us forced (as is afores") by 
these terrors to forsake our homes, stocks of cattle and other 
comforts of life, and leave all to the merciless enimy, the soul- 
diers in ye forts not daring to stirr out to relieve them. Yett 
did the s d S r Wm. Berkeley not only neglect the keeping of 
forces of himselfe on foote and in readinesse for the preventing 
the incursion and sckulking invasion of our s" enimy' s, which 
by his letter to his ma" as afores* he confesseth he was putt on 
an absolute necessity of doeing (and in all probability he might 
at that time in greate part have effected) and was authorized to 
doe by the s d act of assembly in March, and could at his pleasure 
on other occasions doe without the authority of the s" act or any 
other but also utterly refused to permitt others soe to doe that 
were willing as afores'd, hinders the friendly Indians from assist- 
ing them, protecting our enemies then in our power, and as it 
was supposed furthers theire escape. 

These wee humbly confess were the greatest seducements that 
provoaked most of us at first to take up armes only against ye 
outrages, murders, rapine and destruction of our barbarous 
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enimies the Indians, which wee now brought to a right under- 
standing, remember with shame & confusion, haveing now 
learned wee ought not to oppose his ma"" Govern 11 " under any 
pretence whatsoever, and hope his gracious ma' 7 hath on our 
repentance pardoned. 

But after that grand Imposture Bacon had by these & many 
other specious pretences too long herein to trouble yo r Hon" 
which allowed many of us to joyne with him in the forceing his 
commicon. And that the s d S' Wm. Berkeley not only per- 
mitted the levying and raising not onely the thousand horse and 
foote compleatly armed and furnished with ammunicon, and all 
other necessary provisions, but w ,h great numbers of volunteers 
in several parts, but divers of his councell and all majestrates 
and Courts of Judicature assisted therein (as by the pretended 
act in June they were enjoyed) with out any declaration or prohi- 
bicon of the s d S r Wm. Berkeley to the contrary for the space of 
one month or more, untill such time that ye s" Bacon was by 
these means furnished w ,h ye power of the whole country, or 
the greatest part thereof, And was then arrived to that height 
of fierceness and cruelty he afterwards exercised over us. 

Wee then as unable to resist his will and commands (how 
treasonable and rebellious soever) as his Hon' had been in grant- 
ing his commicon, or as divers of his councell were to withstand 
the oaths and subscription the s" Bacon tyrannically & rebel- 
iously imposed on them, and for feare of death were all of us 
forced to doe what we did in opposing the s" S' Wm. Berkeley's 
power, raised for suppressing the s" Rebellion, which wee 
protest we would not otherwise have done, although we were 
informed that the pretended councell of S' Wm. Berkeley being 
all of his owne election, and such as he judged would be sub- 
servient to his humour, and not of the free nominacon and 
election of his ma" 1 s d councell here, nor approved of by his 
ma" as they ought to bee, were not his ma'" councell who ought 
to have authority or power to rule and Govern us, and that there 
was not then any councell here that had any lawfull authority to 
rule and governe us, and that without four at least of the King's 
s d councell the s d S r Wm. Berkeley & of himselfe had noe lawfull 
authority to rule & governe. And that therefore the s* S r Wm. 
Berkeley's power and authority (according to his ma 11 ' com- 
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micon afores d ) by the death or absence of his ma' ,s s d councell, 
and for want of due election and approbacon of other fitt per- 
sons in their roome and stead was ceased, determined voyd and 
null to all intents and purposes what soever. This is most cer- 
taine that the actions of S r Wm. Berkeley at that time (when 
wee lay under those terrors and feares and in the very height of 
them from our enimies abroad) were by divers of his councell 
looked upon as unreasonable and of dangerous consequence, as 
afterwards it appeared, for whether ever that Imposture Bacon 
intended to come downe into the country with his money is un- 
knowe to us, but he had thereby a manifest pretence offered him 
to come downe into the bowells of ye country (and as he called 
it was diverted from ye guarding the frontiers) and the oppor- 
tunity to committ those outrages which afterwards were com- 
mitted and done almost to the utter desolation and ruine of this 
poore country. Thus humbly, submissively and with true sor- 
row wee have acknowledged to yo r Hon™ the causes and provo- 
cacon that seduced us or the most of us to the contumacy and 
rebellious attempts afore"". Of all which wee humbly implore 
his gratious ma' 5 " most favourable opinion as not to think, what 
we did was done out of any disloyaltie to his ma 1 ', the thoughts 
of which wee always abhorred, although we were by the diver- 
sity of p'swasions and reports seduced soe wickedly to oppose 
the s" S r Wm. Berkeley as if the s d reports be false we have 
done. The truth of which although (as we sorrowfully acknow- 
ledge) we have been soe unadvised formerly (in the frenzy which 
our greate and pressing feares brought us into) to take uppon 
very slight credit, yett being now brought to an enjoy"" of our 
right understanding we acknowledge above our Enquiry, and 
onely felt for the Indians and wise Enquiry's of yo r Hon". 

And since yo r Hon" are will* to be informed of such other 
matters (besides what seduced us into the Rebellion and con- 
tempts afores d ) as have heretofore or at present doe agrieve us, 
which although they are and have been fitt for our Burgesses or 
Representatives manage"" in the Assembly, yett since we have of 
late feared (if causelessly wee humbly begg yo r Hon" and the 
assembly's pardon) that our s d representatives (of which for this 
county in nine yeares time last past there hath been a verry 
doubtful election as we conceive) have been overswayed by the 
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power and prevalency of the s 4 S r Wm. Berkeley and his coun- 
cell (divers instances of which wee conceive might be given, and 
have neglected our grievances made knowne to them, and in- 
stead of getting us reddress have made use of them to putt 
under their Pyes) we are moved humbly to present these follow- 
ing to yo r Hon". 

i. That besides the great quantitys of Tob" raised & payed 
for building and erecting of forts w' h were never finished but 
suffered to goe to ruine, the artillery buried in sand and spoyled 
with rust for want of care, the ammunition imbezelled as afore" d , 
great quantities of Tob" have been raised on us his ma"" poore 
Subj" for building work houses and stoare houses and other 
houses for the propagting & encouragem't of handicraft and 
manufactury, which wee by our Burgesses to our great charge 
and burthern by their long and frequent sitting invented and 
proposed. Yet for want of due care the s 4 houses were never 
finished or made useful, and the propagating & manufactury 
wholy in a short time neglected, and noe good ever effected for 
this his ma"" plantacon save the particular profitt of the Under- 
takers, who (as is usually in such cases) were largely rewarded 
for thus defrauding us. Thus the sum of 11,000 lb Tob* was 
raised on this country for erecting a Tann house for the use of 
ye country w " Coll" Ed wd Hill the father received, and Coll* 
Ed" 4 Hill the sonn enjoyed and converted to his owne use with- 
out any account or satisfaction therefore given as wee can finde, 
but by the court of this county discharged, and wee utterly de- 
frauded of the said summe. 

That the commiconers or Justices of peace of this county 
heretofore have illegally and unwarrantably taken upon them 
without our consent from time to time to impose, rayse, assess 
and levy what taxes, levies and imposicons upon us they have 
at any time thought good or best liked, great part of w" 1 they 
have converted to theire owne use, as in bearing their expense 
at the ordinary allowing themselves wages for severall businesses 
w 011 ex officio they ought to doe and otherways as by account of 
the same on the booke for levies may appeare. 

3. That the summe of 25,000 lb of Tob' was afore" 1 raised in 
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this country on us his ma' 1 ' subjects & payd to Coll" Ed wd Hill * 
and others for mending & clearing highways which wee our- 
selves at our owne charge and labor were forced to doe, he ye 
s 4 Hill and they converting the s" Tob" to his & their owne use 
w" out any allowance or accompt for ye same to us. 

5. That this County haveing been illegally taxed & forced to 
pay the sum of 33,322 lb Tob° or very neere thereabouts, for 
erecting a small house (w* h in the judg ml of knowing workmen 
might have been done for less than 1,000 lb of Tob") of w" s d 
summe of 33,322 lb Tob° 21,373 lb was payd to Coll° Hill afore*", 
the remainder of the s" summe was payd to severall others for 
the frame of the s d house, boards, Covering, bricks and Brick- 
layer and playsterers worke, lime, shells, hookes, hinges, duff 
tailes, staples and for workmen's provisions, and ye worke of 
oxen which s d house was first pretended for the accommodacon 
of the Justices. The s" Coll" Ed"" Hill the younger haveing (by 
the severall summs of Tob" thus by him received and gained as 
afore" 1 ) obtained a stock whereby to enable him to sett up an 
ordinary, prevayles with the s d commissioners first severally, and 
apart, then together, in court to constitute him Guardian, War- 
den, or Goaler of the prison, and to grant him a lease thereof 
for 21 yeares. And not herewith contented he the s d Hill 
(minding covetiously to enrich himselfe by defrauding us his 
ma"** subjects) trusts divers, poore, idle, disolute persons with 
quantities of drink at his ordinary, which at his extraordinary 
rates come to great quantities of Tob* more than they were able 
to pay, and then sueing them some to Judge™' or which wee 
rather believe combining with them to confess Judge"" for the 
s d debts, and then causing them to be taken in execution, and 
he himselfe Goaler as afore" 1 suffers them to escape, and then com- 
pells us his ma ae " subjects to pay their debts to the great impov- 
erishm' of this County. 

6. That on or about the 25 of January last past, when the late 
commotions were appeased & quietted, the s'd Edw d Hill with- 
out any warrant or authority unlawfully tooke upon him to raise 
by impress a company of men within this county to the number 
of 30 horsemen with their arms, whom he presumtiously did 
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take upon him to command and leade out of the county at his 
will and pleasure, and about his proper Private occasions to the 
great vexacon and oppression of ye s'd men, and contrary to 
the peace, and it hath been frequent with him to impress men in 
his Ma" e * name (when he and his friends were to go abroad on 
his Proper occasions, or to be merry), for to rowe the boate to 
their great oppression. 

7. That the s'd Edward Hill covetously minding to enrich 
himselfe by the ruine of divers of us his Ma tJ " s'd subjects, hath 
endeavoured most arrogantly to smother, conceale and invallid 
his Ma 1 ' 8 late gratious proclamation of pardon, & by menaces 
and threats extorted divers composicons & Rewards from divers 
of us (not to informe against them as he sayd and to procure 
theire pardon) namely from John Tate, Nevett (or Nerrett) 
Wheeler, John Harrison, John Sturdivant, Thomas Milton, Sara 
Weekes, John Baxter and his wife, John Higgledy and others 
although he well knew the s'd persons and every of them were 
not onely absolutely pardoned by the King's proclamacon as 
afore" 1 but also by S r Wm. Berkeley's proclamation likewise, 
and the better to effect this his designe causeth one of his crea- 
tures or under officer to threaten some with imprisonment but 
for reading the King's proclamacon afore"* which was sent from 
Swan's Point. And the more to terrifye and affrighten his s'd 
Ma' 18 subjects unto such composicon with him as afore" 1 by the 
harmes done to others in the like case, he the s d Ed wd Hill by his 
interest and prevallency with the s'd S r William Berkeley pro- 
cures warrants to be to him directed from the s'd S r Wm. Berk- 
eley for the siezing and securing ye persons and estates of divers 
in this county that had (and that he knew had) layd hold off 
and were pardoned by the Govern", and the King's proclama- 
cons as afores 4 , as namely of Thomas Blayton, Robert Jones, 
Anthony Haviland, ffrancis Weeks, John Sturdivant and Nevett 
Wheeler, the two last of which by composicon he released or 
procured their discharge, Haviland & Weeks pute in prison, 
this censured to banishm't, That brought to grievious Penalty 
and fined beyond his possibility, and before either of them were 
brought to any answer or heard what they had to say for them- 
selves; and as to the s'd Blayton to worke his mallice on him 
for an old grudge, he the s'd Hill bore him, as will be proved to 
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yo r Hon™, he the s'd Hill riggorously & unlawfully dealt with 
him, plundering part of ye s'd Blayton's goods, and in the like 
violent and unlawfull manner seizing and takeing from him all 
his books of accompts, deeds, leases, letters and all other his 
Writings and papers Whatsoever, not soe much as sparing the 
Papers in his pocketts, which with his pistoll cockt he forced 
from him, denying to lett him keepe a peticon he had prepared 
and drawne to the Govern r for his discharge, & other papers 
concerning the same matter. As to Jones, his the s'd Hill's 
under officer dealt with the like riggour and cruelty with him, 
takeing away his servants, killing his stock, working his oxen 
and other hardships. All which proceedings of the s'd Hill and 
his under officer afore" 1 are highly repugnant, derrogatory to his 
sacred Ma' 7 gracious proclamacon of pardon and mercy extended 
and granted to the poore inhabitants of this country, & contrary 
to the hon r and faith of the s'd S r Wm. Berkeley. 

8. That the s'd Edw d Hill contrary to his duty and trust in 
him reposed by the warrants afore*", converted divers of ye 
goods by him seized for the use of the King to his owne use, 
and one hhd of Tob" marked with the King's marke at Nevett 
Wheeler's, w " as he afore* 4 causeth to be struck out and his owne 
putt in the stead thereof. Alsoe from the widdowe Hunt one 
hhd of Tob° (which after divers flattering argu"" and proffers of 
favour, and after that others of terrour used to the woman to 
perswade her from her Tob° and did not therein prevaile) he 
wrongfully tooke and carried away. 

9. Besides the unlawfull and unwarrantable proceedings of the 
s'd Hill about the estate of Thomas Grendon,* of which yo r 
Hon™ are allready partly informed, and besides the s'd Hill's 
placeing and constistuteing the s'd Grendon' s House a Prison, 
keeping therein (guard and all) about thirty persons for the 
space of three weeks, killing of his stock and destroying his 
provision, and converting other of it to the use of himselfe & 
family to the great wrong and oppression of the s'd Grendon. 
Hee the s'd Hill unlawfully and unwarrantably seized the goods, 
merchandize and estate of severall persons merchants in Lon- 
don, viz: of Mr. Samuell Lynn & Mr. Christopher Dodsworth 

* See notes at end of article. 
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in the hands of ye s'd Blayton, although he was informed before 
hand thereof, and had the bills of loading, Invoyces & letters 
manifesting the same in his custody, whereby the s'd mere''' 
utterly lost the sayle of their goods, and raiseing Tob" for to 
comply with their freight taken in Capt. More and Lorrimer to 
their very great damage to the greate discourage"" of adventu- 
rers trading into this his Ma' JS forraigne plantacon and the man- 
ifest hurte thereof. 

10. That the s" Ed*" Hill contrary to his duty and trust of a 
Justice of peace, haveing by his want, committed the s'd Jno. 
Baxter to prison for treason, for a* reward proposed by him the 
s'd Ed w<1 Hill to be given him, the s'd Hill offers to keepe the 
s'd Baxter's escape out of prison, and to prevent any pursuit 
after him, and when he saw this would not prevaile w ,b Baxter 
hee the s'd Hill without any warrt. or collour of authority, 
seized, tooke away and converted to his proper use all the estate 
of the s'd Baxter, w° h besides the ruine of the poore man, his 
wife and children, is an act of presumption and dangerous ex- 
ample, as will appeare uppon enquirey into the subtlety and 
terrors used in the management of this wrongful action. 

ii. That the s'd Ed wd Hill (with intent to fortify himselfe 
within this county, to doe whatsoever he pleaseth, and to keepe 
himselfe from being brought to answer for any of the wrongs, 
oppressions, misdemeanours and crimes afore"' 1 , and the better 
to enable him to committ the like in time to come to the utter 
ruine of this county), did prevaile w" S r Wm. Berkeley to be 
stiled and called, and to have the power and authority of Coll° 
and chief comander of all the forces of this county and president 
of the court, a style unknown in this county before, to the 
great dishon' of divers worthy Gent, of the s'd county of 
greater Seniority, and of more eniment abilities of courage con- 
duct and Integrity then himselfe, to the enkindleing the fire of 
discord and heart burning within the county, and to the mani- 
fest laying aside all those that any way had sought heretofore to 
oppose his avaritious and unjust designs. 

12. That by reason of the violacon and little regard was had 
as afores d either of his Ma 11 " or the s'd S r Wm. Berkeley's pro- 
clamacon of pardon to the persons and estates of divers of 
those of us as afore" 1 that had actually lay'd hold of them and 
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the great danger and trouble such persons (notwithstanding 
such laying holde) underwent suffered. Wee the people of 
this county (being generally as guilty as others) were under such 
terrors and feares of the like paines and troubles that wee durst 
not complaine to the late Assembly of any of our Greivances, 
nor of the illegal choyce & returne that was made of Burgesses 
to serve for us in the s'd Assembly. Neither durst the persons 
that were intrusted w' h the delivery & prosecution of our Peticon 
to the Assembly (drawne upp to that purpose) deliver the same 
or make knowne any other of our Grievances to the Assembly 
for the reasons afores'd. 
Com. Civit Carol. 

We the Subscribers haveing been desired and requested there 
unto by the Inhabitants of this County (this day convened at 
Westover in the s'd county for that purpose) doe present this 
their Humble Remonstrance and addresse to his Ma v * Hon"" 
Commissioners for Virg* affayres this tenth day of May, 1677. 

Signed, 

Bern'd Sykes, 
James Minge,* 
Tho. Blayton, 
N. Wyatt,* 
Wm. Dicke, 
Tho. Grendon, 
James Bisse. 



NOTES ON CHARLES CITY COUNTY GRIEVANCES. 

Herbert Jeffreys. — Sir Herbert Jeffreys was in command of the 
troops sent to Virginia to suppress Bacon's Rebellion. His commission 
as Governor was dated November nth, 1676, and in April, 1677, he 
succeeded Berkeley, who then sailed for England. He died December 
30th, 1678. 

Sir John Berry. — Sir John Berry (1635-1690), of a family long set- 
tled near Ilfracomhe, was the second son of a clergyman of Kunnaston, 
in Devonshire, who having lost his living during the civil war, died in 
1652, leaving a large family almost destitute. John went to sea, first in 
the merchant service, and in 1663 entered the navy as boatswain. Soon 

* See notes at end of article. 
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after he was advanced to lieutenant of the Swallow Ketch, in the West 
Indies, and having assisted in capturing a pirate of superior force, was 
appointed to succeed his captain (who had obtained another ship) in 
command of the Swallow. On his return to England he was, in 1667, 
appointed to the command of the Coronation, 56 guns, and sent again 
to the West Indies. Here the Governor of Barbadoes armed eight 
merchant vessels and put them under the command of Berry, who fought 
a successful engagement with the French and Dutch off Nevis. In 1669 
he was sent to the Mediterranean, and served with some success and 
distinction against the Algerine pirates. He returned to England in 1671, 
and in 1672 commanded the Resolution in the battle of Solebay, where 
he won much credit by a rescue of the Duke of York, whose ship was 
hard pressed. On the return of the fleet the king knighted him. In 
the battle of May 28th, 1673, he again distinguished himself. In 1675 
he was again in the Mediterranean, and, with the exception of about a 
year, 1676-7, when he was sent to Virginia as one of the. commissioners 
to suppress Bacon's Rebellion, he continued on the station until 1680. 
In 1682 he commanded the Gloucester in which the Duke of York took 
passage for Scotland. The ship was wrecked and many persons were 
lost; but Berry, who was the last to leave his ship, was saved. He was 
acquitted of blame in the matter. In 1683 he was vice-admiral of the 
squadron, under Lord Dartmouth, sent to dismantle Tangier, and on 
his return was appointed one of the commissioners of the navy. He 
died shortly before March 22d, 1689-90. 

Henry Browne. — The following notes on Henry Browne and his 
descendants, while giving a good deal of information in regard to the 
family, do not seem sufficiently full to furnish a pedigree which may be 
accepted as undoubtedly accurate. They are derived from the Surry 
records, the land patents and other sources. It is hoped and requested 
that additional information may be furnished the Magazine, which will 
enable a complete account to be prepared. 

Captain Henry Browne, Esq., patented in 1637 2,250 acres in James 
City county, on the south side of James river, at "The Half-way Tree," 
his wife, Anne, being one of the headrights; in 1639, 900 acres in James 
City county, on Journing Point creek (adjoining the plantation seated by 
Mr. Francis Fowler), which was originally granted to Mr. Francis 
Fowler, and was left by Mrs. Antonia Fowler, deceased, to the said 
Henry Browne. Captain Henry Browne, Esq., patented in 1643, 2,450 
acres "at the four mile tree," James City county [now Surry], 2,000 of 
which was granted to said Henry Browne by order of court in 1634, and 
450 acres purchased by him in 1634. Henry Browne was a member of 
the Council 1634-1660 (Hening and Sainsbury Papers). During the 
administration of Governor Harvey he was one of his most faithful ad- 
herents, apparently upholding his policy in every respect. When the 
majority of the Council proposed to arrest Harvey, Browne made an 
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excuse of sickness and returned to his home. Kemp, the Governor's 
chief supporter, says there were only two other members of the Council 
who supported Harvey, Purefoy and another [Browne] who was "an 
honest and plain man, but of small capacity and less power." There is 
recorded in Surry a deed dated March ioth, 1652, and recorded April 
5th, 1653, from Colonel Henry Browne, Esq., to Colonel George Lud- 
lowe, Esq., Captain George Jordan and William Browne, gentlemen, in 
consideration of his, Browne's, love for his wife, Anne, and her chil- 
dren, conveying to Ludlowe &c, all his "Credditts, goods, Cattells, 
Chattells, serv'ts in Virg'a and the Crop and Cropps of the laboures of 
the said servants," in trust, during the pleasure of said Henry Browne 
or to be disposed of as he may direct in his last will or any other writing 
or deed — said estate being intended for the maintenance of his wife and 
children and the education of the latter; surplus to go according to his 
will. 

Also a lease from "Captaine Henry Browne of the four mile tree, 
Esqr.," of 100 acres to Peter Adam, dated April 6th, 1643, and recorded 
November 9th, 1654. 

In 1646, in a letter recorded in Surrey, written September 14th, John 
White, merchant, writes from England that he hopes Captain Browne 
will pay him a certain debt which was due from Mr. Fowler, deceased. 
It seems probable that Browne married a daughter of Francis Fowler. 

Henry Browne, Esq., was a vestryman of Southwark Parish, Surry, on 
May 24th, 1661, and died before October 20th, 1662, as on the latter date 
there was a bond executed (recorded in Surrey) from Thomas Swann, 
Esq., to Barkeley Browne, son of Colonel Henry Browne, deceased, in 
penalty of ,£200; reciting that Swann was shortly to marry Mrs. Ann 
Browne, late wife of Colonel Henry Browne, and obliging himself to pay 
said Barkeley Browne ^100 when he came of age. 

Colonel Henry Browne was ultimately succeeded at "Four Mile 
Tree" by William Browne. How they were related is not known. 
Captain William Browne and Ellinor, his wife, had a grant of land in 
1638. William Browne was member of the Council in 1646 (Hening 
II, 319). He was possibly the father of William Browne, of "Four 
Mile Tree." The latter was on a coroner's jury with Colonel Henry 
Browne in 1659. In the list of tithables of Southwark Parish, Surry, 
in 1668, he had five. Captain William Browne appointed justice of Sur- 
ry December 22d, 1668, and remained a member of the court until his 
death in 1705. In 1672 is styled major, and in 1679 lieutenant-colonel; 
and was again commissioned lieutenant-colonel commandant of the 
Surrey militia in 1687. From 1681 he appears in the lists as presiding 
justice; was sheriff 1674, 1687, and was a member of the House of Bur- 
gesses 1676, 1677, 1679, 1681 and 1682 (Surrey Records). In the list of 
tithables, 1687, appear Lieutenant-Colonel William Browne, Mr. Wil- 
liam Browne and nine negroes, and in 1692, Colonel William Browne, 
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William Browne, Henry Browne, and eleven servants and negroes. 
It is probable that Colonel William Browne married Mary, daughter 
and heiress of Colonel Henry Browne, as there is in Surry a deed, 
December 3d, 1695, from William Browne, Jr., son and heir of Mrs. 
Mary Browne, the only heir of Colonel Henry Browne, deceased. 

And yet there is a record in Surry, November 7th, 1682, which states 
that Lieutenant-Colonel William Browne married the administratrix of 
Lewis Williams, deceased. On June 9th, 1679, Elizabeth Merriwether 
was granted administration on the estate of Lewis Williams ( whose wife 
was named Lucy). Mrs. Merriwether was the wife of Nicholas Merri- 
wether, who, the records show, lived a number of years after 1682. 

The will of William Browne, Sr., dated December 9th, 1704, proved 
in Surrey July 3d, 1705; legatees, granddaughter Mary, wife of Francis 
Sowerby, one negro; daughter Ann, wife of Walter Flood, ^50 sterling; 
daughter Priscilla, wife of Thomas Blount, /50; son Henry Browne, 
20 shillings; grandson John Flood, grandchildren, Walter, Fortune, 
Mary and Ann Flood, William, Henry and Jane Browne, Mary Jordan, 
the younger, and William Blunt, 40 shillings each. Rest of estate to 
son William Browne, and appoints him executor. Said son William is 
"now gone for England." Daughter Jane, wife of William Browne, 
^Tio to buy her a piece of plate; grandson Henry Browne a tract of 
land in James City county; granddaughter Jane, daughter of William 
and Jane Browne, ^"80 sterling. 

William Browne, Jr., was appointed a justice of Surry September 
15th, 1693, and was named first in the commission to the justices of Sur- 
ry December 20th, 1710, and was vestryman of Southwark Parish in 

1719. He married Jane (who is mentioned in his father's will 

and joined in a deed in 1712). 

There was proved in Surry, January 19th, 1747, the will, dated July 
3d, 1746, of a William Browne, who was probably the preceding Wil- 
liam Browne, Jr. Gives his grandson, William Browne, the plantation 
where his (the legatee's) mother now lives; but his daughter-in- 
law, Mary Browne, is to have it while she remains a widow; to grand- 
son Henry Browne, the plantation where testator lived and two planta- 
tions in Isle of Wight, with all negroes, stocks, &c, on them; grandson 
William Browne, two plantations in Brunswick when he is 18 years of 
age; grandson Philip Edloe, a negro to be put in his father's care; 
grandson William Edloe, a negro and /80 current; granddaughter Jane 
Edloe, a negro and /30; granddaughter Rebecca Edloe, a negro which 
was given to her brother Henry and by him left to her, and also /10; 
grandson John Edloe, two negroes; daughter Mary Edloe, one negro 
and /30; granddaughter Ann Browne, daughter of son Henry Browne, 
three negroes and /30; granddaughter Rebecca Browne, granddaughter 
Elizabeth Browne, granddaughter- Ann Browne, daughter of son Wil- 
liam Browne, granddaughter Martha Browne, grandson William Browne, 
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grandchildren Mary Eaton, Elizabeth Browne, Ann Browne, Martha 
Browne and Ann Browne (son Henry's daughter), grandson Henry 
Browne, the land where his (Henry's) deceased father lived on Black- 
water Swamp. [It will be observed that he mentious no son as living.] 
The inventory of the personal estate of Captain William Browne, de- 
ceased, dated February, 1747-8, amounts to .£2,630 1. 9 in Surrey and 
.£619 14 in Isle of Wight. 

The following seem to be the wills of his sons: (1) Will of Henry 
Browne, dated September 23d, 1734, proved Surry February 19th, 1734. 
Legatees: to wife Elizabeth, all the goods she possessed before marri- 
age, that is all the negroes and other estate she had from Mr. Boiling 
and those of her own acquiring; son Henry Browne, daughters Jane, 
Elizabeth and Anne Browne, Edward Harris, /io. Gives rings to his 
wife, her children, Jane, Anne, Alexander and John Boiling; to his own 
children; to brother William Browne, and his wife and children; brother 
Henry Edloe and his wife and children; sister Ann Browne, Mr. William 
Simmons and wife, Mr. John Simmons and wife, Mr. Howell Briggs and 
wife, Richard Cocke and wife and son Hart well Cocke, Rev. Mr. Eil- 
beck and wife, Rebecca Edloe, the officers and troopers of the troop he 
commanded, and to John Andrews and his wife and children. Makes 
his father, William Browne, and brother, William Browne, executors. 

(2) Nuncupative will of Captain William Browne, Jr., proved in Sur- 
ry April 14th, 1744. Leaves the direction of his wife and children to 
Captain Richard Cocke and Mr. William Eaton. He has an account of 
all money paid Mr. William Eaton (part of /300 Virginia currency), 
and desires the rest to be paid. Henry Browne must entirely rely on 
testator's good friend, Captain Richard Cocke. Henry has had a watch 
&c, out of his father's estate. " I never kept any regular account with 
that estate." [Doubtless the estate of his brother, Henry, who died in 
1734, leaving, apparently, an only son, the Henry Browne of this will.] 
Testator's female children to share alike. His wife was named Mary. 

Francis Clements, of Surry, in his will, dated 1721, names his uncle, 
Captain William Browne, and his cousins, Henry, William, Jr., Mary, 
Elizabeth and Anne Browne. 

From the will of William Browne (1746) it is evident that William 
Browne, Jr. ( 1744), left a son, William, and a daughter, Anne, and pos- 
sibly, also a son, Henry. 

It is not known whether the person whose will follows was son of 
Henry or of William. Will of Henry Browne: to wife, Hannah, for her 
life, all the plantation where the testator lived. States that it was en- 
tailed, and makes provision for her in case his son, William, molested 
her. Son William, son Henry (a tract of 1,190 acres, called Round 
Hill, in Southampton county, and lots in Guilford and Cobham); daugh- 
ters Mary and Elizabeth Browne; son Benjamin Edwards Browne (not 
of age). Dated October 30th, 1762; proved Surry, December 21st, 
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1762. He was a member of the House of Burgesses, and in 1762 a writ 
for a new election in Surry was issued. Inventories of personal estate 
of Henry Browne in Surry, Southampton and Brunswick counties 
show a large estate. 

The will of William Browne, of "Pipsco," Surry, proved January 
25th, 1786 [he was son of preceding], leaves certain lands for the sup- 
port of his wife and children until his son, William Taylor Browne, is of 
age; daughter Ann Browne; brother Benjamin Edwards Browne. Ap- 
points friends Henry, Benjamin Edwards and William Browne, Jr., and 
wife, executors. 

Will of William Browne, of Surry, dated November 7th, 1786, proved 
June 27th, 1786' [He was probably the son of William Browne (1744), 
and in this case Henry Browne ( 1762) was probably his brother.] He 
lived on James River. Legatees: son William, son Benjamin, not of 
age, son George, not of age, sons Richard and John, not of age. Wil- 
liam is to make a good title to John Watkins, of Surrey, for a tract of 
land sold by the testator, to which William would be entitled as his 
mother's heir. Appoints friends Richard, Nathaniel and John Cocke, 
nephew Henry Browne, and sons William, Benjamin and George (when 
of age), executors, and nephews William and Henry Browne guardians 
of George. Dated June 19th, 1783. Codicil November 7th, 1786. Since 
the date of the will sons George and Richard had died. Makes provis- 
ion for wife, Dorothy, in case a child should be born. Proved June 27th, 
1786. 

From a family record published in the Richmond Standard it appears 
that Colonel William Browne, of "Four Mile Tree," [?] Surry, born 
March 5th, 1739, married Anne, daughter of Richard Cocke, of Surry, 
and had issue: I. Richard, born August 24th, 1769, died January 4th, 
1789; II. Mary, born February 6th, 1771, married Robert Cocke, and 
died January 5th, 1790; III. Elizabeth, born February 9th, 1773, died 
1773; IV. John, born January 6th, 1775, d. s. p. If these are the sons of 
William Browne whose will has just been given, the record appears to 
be incomplete and erroneous. 

William Browne was member of the House of Delegates from Surry 
in 1777 and 1780. 

Benjamin Edwards Browne died May 13th, 1819, at "Cross Creek," 
Surrey, aged 59. He had been a soldier in the Revolution {Richmond 
Enquirer). He was appointed a justice of Surrey 1791, and sheriff 
T 795-7- William Browne was appointed a justice of Surry 1786, and 
sheriff 1796-7. 

Will of William Browne, of "Four Mile Tree," dated November 
14th, 1799, proved December 24th, 1799. Daughter Sally, William 
F. B. and Jane B. children of Theoderick B. Ruflin; friends William 
Ruffin and Nicholas Faulcon, £yx> each; friend Edward Faulcon, /250; 
William, son of Colonel Richard Cocke, of Isle of Wight. The "Four 
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Mile Tree" plantation, which testator dwells on, with slaves &c, to 
daughter Sally, and if she die without issue, to William Browne (son of 
Henry Browne, late of Norfolk, deceased). Children of Benjamin Ed- 
wards Browne; William Taylor Browne and Nancy Browne, children of 
William Browne, late of Pipsco, deceased; the children (except Wil- 
liam) of Henry Browne, deceased; the children of Major Thomas Ea- 
ton, of North Carolina. By a codicil gives Mrs. S. Ruffin, wife of 
Theoderick B. Ruffin, ,£33 6. 8 per annum, &c. [William Browne, of 
"Four Mile Tree," married Elizabeth, daughter of William Ruffin, of 
" Richneck," and had Sarah, married John T. Bowdoin.] 

In 1881 members of the Surry family of Browne, then resident in 
Warren county, N. C, sold land in Surry. 

Following are copies of epitaphs, made December 27th, 1889, from 
"Four Mile Tree." (There is a large' old brick house still remaining 
there. ) 

" Sacred to the memory of Wm. Browne Esqr. of Four Mile Tree, in 
the Co. of Surry. Son of Col. Wm. Browne of the same place; by his 
wife daughter of Col. Benjamin Edwards of the said Co. he was born 
the 17th day of Sept. 1759; having a daughter and only child by his wife 
Elizabeth daughter of Wm. & Lucy Ruffin of the aforesaid Co. of Surry. ' ' 

"Sacred to the memory of Elizabeth Browne of Four Mile Tree in 
the Co. of Surry, and daughter of William Ruffin Esqr of ' Rich Neck ' 
in the said Co., by his wife Lucy, formerly Lucy Cocke. She was born 
the 17th May 1771, and departed this life the 26th of July 1799, leaving 
a daughter and her only child, by the name of Sally Edwards Browne." 

" Sacred to the memory of Mrs. Sally Edwards Bowdoin; The wife of 
John T. Bowdoin Esqr. and daughter of the late Mr. William Browne 
and his wife Elizabeth. She was born at Four Mile Tree, in the Co. of 
Surry on the 2d day of Jan. 1794 and died the 26th of Sept. 1815, and 
left an only child Sally Elizabeth Courtney Bowdoin." 

William Bernard. — Colonel William Bernard was a member of the 
Council 1642-1655, and perhaps later {Hening I). He married, in or 
before 1653, Lucy, widow of Major Lewis Burwell, and daughter of Rob- 
ert Higginson, and in 1655 had a son, George. Colonel Bernard died in 
or before 1667, for in that year his widow was the wife of Colonel Philip 
Ludwell. It is not known whether he left descendants. Most persons 
of the name in Virginia are descendants of Richard Bernard, of Glou- 
cester county, who immigrated from England. 

Thomas Pettus. —Colonel Thomas Pettus patented land in James 
City county in 1643, and in 1645 (when he is described as of the Council) 
had a grant of 880 acres in James City county, in right of his wife, the 
relict and executrix of Richard Durrent, said Durrent having patented 
the same in 1636. There is recorded in Westmoreland county a power 
of attorney, January 22d, 1660, from Thomas Pettus, of "little towne in 
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Virginia, Esq.," and Elizabeth, his wife, to Sergeant-Major Edward 
Griffith, of Mulberry Island, authorizing him to act with Mr. Henry 
Meese in regard to 1,000 acres of land (patented by said Pettus) on 
Potomac creek, and adjoining the land lately taken up by Sir Thomas 
Lunsford, deceased. His second wife was Mourning (who mar- 
ried secondly James Bray, of the Council), whom the records show to 
have been a tartar. Colonel Pettus is said to have been a son of Sir 
John Pettus, of England, and to have been ancestor of the family of the 
name in Louisa, Lunenburg and Mecklenburg counties, Virginia. 

Henry Perrv. — See Virginia Historical Magazine I, 451, and II, 
306. 

Thomas Swann. — In 1638 Thomas* Swann, of " Swann's Point," 
Surrey, patented land in James City county on the south side of the 
river (now in Surry county). The patent mentions his father, William' 
Swann, deceased, who had also patented land a few years before, and 
died at Swann's Point, 1638. Colonel Thomas Swann was Burgess for 
James City 1645, 1649, and for Surry 1657-8, and was a member of the 
Council from 1660. The commissioners sent to suppress Bacon's Rebel- 
lion sat at his house, "Swann's Point," opposite Jamestown. He died 
September 16th, 1680, and his tomb, bearing his arms, remains at his 
former home. He married five times, but the names of all of his wives 
are not known to the writer. His name frequently occurs in the records 
of Surry, of which county he was appointed a justice and lieutenant- 
colonel of the militia in 1652. He was sheriff in 1652 and 1653. On 
July 10, 1655, he gave bond in penalty of 100,000 lbs. tobacco to perform 
the order of court in relation to the death of Elizabeth Burke. In 1668, 
in the tithables of Southwark parish, there appear the names of Colo- 
nel Thomas Swann, Mr. John Sallaway, and three servants, five in all- 
charged to him. In 1676 he was granted administration on the estate of 
Francis Sumner. There is a bond, dated October 20th, 1662, from Col- 
onel Thomas Swann, who was about to marry Anne, widow of Colonel 
Henry Browne. On March 6th, 1681, a power of attorney from Mrs. 
Mary Swann to her brother, William Edwards. There is a bond, June 
8th, 1681, from Robert Randall (a name sometimes spelt in the records 
Randolph), who was about to marry Mary, widow of Colonel Thomas 
Swann. The early date of this second marriage is hardly in accordance 
with another entry in the Surry records, which states that on Novem- 
ber 2d, 1680 (a month and a half after Colonel Swann's death), Mrs. 
Mary Swann, widow, petitioned the court, stating that by reason of her 
sorrow she had not been able to discover Colonel Swann's will, which 
was supposed to exist, and asking that she might be put in charge of 
the estate, which was done. 

By this fifth and last wife he had Mary, 3 who married Richard Bland,, 
of "Jordan's Point," Thomas? who married Elizabeth, daughter o 
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William Thompson, and Sarah, 3 who married [i] Henry Randolph and 
[2] Giles Webb, both of Henrico county. (This and much other infor- 
mation in this note is derived from a letter written a few years ago by a 
member of the Ashe family of North Carolina. The writer of this let- 
ter stated that the Swann genealogy in his possession was very full and 
entirely authenticated. ) 

Colonel Swann had by his second wife, Miss Codd, a son, Colonel 
Samuel* Swann. 

There is on record in Surry a bond, dated March 7th, 1659, from 
Captain William Marriott, of Surry, who is about to marry "Mrs. 
Susanna," daughter of Colonel Thomas Swann. Colonel Samuel* 
Swann, born May nth, 1653, succeeded his father at "Swann's point," 
and was for many years a prominent man in Virginia and North Caro- 
lina. He qualified as a justice of Surrey July 7th, 1674, was major of 
militia January, 1687, sheriff 1676, and on May 7th, 1678, presented to 
the court an order from the governor appointing him again sheriff; but 
as he had held the office in 1676, the court refused to allow him to qual- 
ify. On the 13th of May, however, he was admitted to the office. He 
was a member of the House of Burgesses 1677, 1680, 1682, 1684, 1686, 
1692 (when he was an unsuccessful candidate for speaker) and 1693. 
He soon afterwards removed to North Carolina, and was Speaker of the 
Assembly there prior to 1715. 

November 21, 1693, Arthur Allen and Katherine, his wife, sold to 
Samuel Swann (for ^"250 sterling) all the lands on Lowne's creek, Sur- 
ry, which had been granted in 1667 and 1678 to Laurence Baker, 
whose sister and heir Mrs. Allen was. 

On February 22d, 1706, Samuel Swann, of North Carolina, made a 
deed (in which his wife, Elizabeth, joined), selling to J. J. Jackman, of 
Surry, 1,650 acres in Surry, called Swann's Point, with 300 acres which 
had been deeded by said Swann to Mary, widow of Thomas Swann, 
Esq., deceased, father of Samuel Swann. Said land had been patented 
by said Thomas Swann February 4th, 1645. 

Colonel Samuel* Swann married, first, Sarah, daughter of William 
Drummond (Governor of Carolina and participated in Bacon's Rebel- 
lion, for which he was hung) [Sainsbury Papers'], and secondly, Eliza- 
beth, widow of Colonel John Sandal, and daughter of Alex. Lillington, 
President and Governor of North Carolina. By the first marriage he 
had: I. William, 4 collector and Speaker of the N. C. Assembly; II. 
Thomas, 4 Speaker of the N. C. Assembly, and seven other children. 
By the second marriage he had: IX. Sarah, 4 married Frederick Jones; 

X. Elizabeth, 4 married John B. Ashe, member of the Council of N. C. ; 

XI. Colonel Samuel, 4 born October 31st, 1704, compiler of the N. C. 
Statutes and Speaker of the Assembly. He retired from this office in 
1762, when he had held it nearly twenty years. He left three children. 

XII. Major John. 4 The family has been a prominent one in North Car- 
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olina. John Swarm was M. C. for that State 1787-9. Samuel Swann 
was major in the Wilmington, N. C, minute men 1775. 

Captain Thomas' Swann was a member of the Virginia House of Bur- 
gesses 1693, 1695, 1696, 1698, and sheriff of Surry 1697. He married 
Elizabeth, daughter of William Thompson, of Nansemond county 
(whose will was dated 1686), and died in 1705, leaving an eldest son, 
Major Thomas* Swann, sheriff of Nansemond 1740, whose eldest son, 
Thompson 4 Swann, removed to Cumberland county {Hefting X), and 
was clerk of that county from about 1754 to 1781. He was ancestor of 
the family of the name in Powhatan county &c. Doubtless Samuel 
Swann, living in Nansemond 1775, and Caufield Swann, of Surrey, 1800, 
were descendants of Thomas* Swann. 

Judge Jones, of Kentucky, author of the volume on the descendants 
of Captain Roger Jones, states that he has several original letters writ- 
ten about 1738 from Jane, daughter of Samuel Swann, of North Caro- 
lina, which are sealed with the following arms: Az. a chev. between 3 
swans ar. Crest: a demi lion rampant, and that on the chevron are 
certain small figures too indistinct for him to make out. This seems to 
correspond exactly as to the arms and perhaps also as to crest, with 
the arms assigned by Burke to Swan, of Southfleet and Denton, Kent: 
az: a chev. ermine [the small figures referred to are doubtless the er- 
mine marks] between 3 Swans ar. Crest: a demi-talbot saliant, gu. 
collared or. 

Thomas Ludwell. — Thomas Ludwell, son of Thomas Ludwell, of 
Bruton, Somersetshire,, England, and his wife, Jane, daughter of James 
Cottington, of Disco, Somersetshire, was a native of Bruton, and came 
to Virginia (as is shown by a land grant) in 1646. In 1648 he received 
his first grant of 500 acres on the Chickahominy river. He was ap- 
pointed Secretary of State and member of the Council in 1660, and held 
the offices until his death in 1678. He was also sent to England as one 
of the agents of the Colony to endeavor to obtain a revocation of the 
Northern Neck grant and a new charter. Throughout his residence in 
Virginia he was one of the leading and most influential men of the Col- 
ony. His will, proved in 1678, has been printed in the New England 
Historical and Genealogical Register, 1893, pages 277-78. A lengthy 
note on his brother, Philip Ludwell, has been published in this Maga- 
zine. 

Edward Hill. — The first person bearing this name in Virginia was 
Edward Hill, of Elizabeth City county, who was buried in that county 
May 15th, 1624. On the 9th of September, 1622, " Master Edward Hill " 
had distinguished himself by a brave and successful defence of his house 
against the Indians. Among the Duke of Manchester's MSS. is a letter 
from Edward Hill, Elizabeth City, Virginia, dated April 14th, 1623, to 
his brother, John Hill Mercer, in " Lumbard Street," London, and 
another to his "father-in-law," Mr. Richard Boyle. This Edward Hill 
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was, possibly, the father of the next named, who was the first from 
whom descent can with certainty be traced. 

Colonel Edward Hill, of " Shirley," Charles City county, was a mem- 
ber of the House of Burgesses for Charles City 1639, 1642, 1644, 1645, 
1647, 1649-54, Speaker of the House in 1644 and 1654, and member of 
the Council from 1654. He lived for a short time in Maryland, and in 
1646 was chosen Governor by the insurrectionary party, but was taken 
prisoner by Governor Calvert. He was commander-in-chief of Henrico 
and Charles City, and in 1656, when in command of a force of colonists 
and friendly Indians, he was defeated by the hostile Indians in a sharp 
action, which gave the name " Bloody Run " to a stream now within the 
limits of the city of Richmond. The chief of the friendly Indians, Tot- 
topottomoy, was killed in the fight. The reference to him ("The 
Mighty Tottopottomoy ") in Hudibrashas puzzled the English commen- 
tators. Colonel Hill was disfranchised and fined by the Assembly for 
this defeat. He acquired large landed estates, among them a grant, in 
1660, of 2,476 acres in Charles City county, 416 of which were in Shirley 
Hundred, adjoining the lands of Mrs. Aston, Joseph Royall, and the 
river and island; and the other 2,060 near by and adjoining the lands of 
Mr. Ashton, Mr. Llewellin, Joseph Royall, Mrs. Hayman, and Turkey 
creek. Another grant was in 1655 to " Colonel Edward Hill," for 4,000 
acres on the Rappahannock, which was regranted in 1664 to his son, 
Edward Hill. Edward Hill, the elder, of "Shirley," died about 1663 
(Hening), and was succeeded by his son and heir, Colonel Edward 
Hill, of "Shirley," born 1637, died November 30th, 1700, who was com- 
mander-in-chief of Charles City and Surry counties, Attorney-General 
(appointed by Governor Chicheley September 27th, 1679), Collector of 
Upper James river, member of the Council, treasurer, Speaker of the 
House of Burgesses in 1691, and was appointed in 1697 Judge of the 
Admiralty Court for Virginia and North Carolina {Sainsbury Papers). 
He and John Stith were disfranchised by Bacon's House of Burgesses 
1676. His wife is said to have been named Williams, and portraits of 
both remain at " Shirley." His tomb is at Shirley, bearing arms which 
(as far as can be told from a rough drawing before me) are a lion pas- 
sant, and crest a demi lion rampant, and the following inscription: 

" Here lyeth Interred the Body of 

Edward Hill Esq'r one of his Maj'tyes 

Hon'ble Councell of State Collonell and 

Commander in Chiefe of the County's 

of Charles Citty and Surrey. Iudge of 

his Majestyes high court of Admiralty 

and sometime Treasurer of Virginia who dyed 

the 30th day of November in the 63d 

yeare of his age Anno Dom. 1700." 
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There is on record at Henrico Court-house the following certificate, 
dated at a court held at Varina June ist, 1680, and signed by the whole 
court, consisting of Mr. Thomas Cocke, high sheriff, Colonel William 
Byrd, Lieutenant-Colonel John Farrar, Mr. Richard Cocke, Sr., Mr. 
Abell Gower, Mr. Thomas Batte, Mr. PeterFeild and Mr. Richard 
Kennon: 

"Whereas Colonel Edward Hill, Commander of the County of Charles 
City, hath this day informed this Court, that he hath been misrepre- 
sented by some ill disposed persons, which say that he hath in his life 
and conversation, and the several offices by him borne and executed, so 
behaved himself as that he is not a person capable and fit to bear any 
office or employment of trust in this country, and hath moved the court 
that since he is to us well known, as being born and bred in the next 
county, and whose life and conversation we are well acquainted withall, 
to give such certificate and character as we may think him worthy of; 
we whose names- are hereunder written, being of this court, as above by 
our clerk expressed, do hereby certify and declare that we have known 
the above said Colonel Hill this many years, some of us from his youth 
up, and have always known him to be a man of good fame and reputa- 
tion, in all his actions, conversation, and behavior; and we know that in 
the late unhappy disturbance, he always behaved himself loyal to his 
King and country, while in the mean time his estate was plundered, 
destroyed and embezzled by Bacon's commands, and his wife and chil- 
dren kept prisoners; and has since those times behaved himself with 
great moderation, as far as we could ever hear or understand, and that 
in our opinion he is a person most fit and capable to serve the King and 
Country in any office or offices in this country; and that this is our opin- 
ion we have hereunto subscribed our names this day and year above 
written, and do order that this our certificate be entered" upon the 
records of this county." 

Colonel Edward Hill, of "Shirley," and Williams (?), his wife, 

had issue: I. Colonel Edward, of "Shirley," collector of James river 
1716, named by the governor in 1707 as one of the "gentemen of estate 
and standing, ' ' suitable for appointment to the Council when vacancies 
should occur. In 171 1 the Bishop of London wrote a letter recommend- 
ing him for the same position, and speaking highly of his character and 
qualifications (Sainsbury Papers). He appears, however, never to have 
been appointed and to have died s. p.; II. Elizabeth, married in 1723 
John Carter, of "Corotoman," Lancaster county, Virginia, and of the 
Inner Temple, London {Sainsbury Papers), Secretary of State of Vir- 
ginia, and inherited "Shirley;" III. Martha, married Hugh Gifford, of 
Devonshire, England ( Burke's Landed Gentry and The Western Anti- 
quary). 

Mrs. Carter married, secondly, Bowler Cocke, of Henrico county, and 
after her death he held "Shirley" by "the courtesey" until his own 
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death there in 1771, when the estate descended to Mrs. Carter's son, 
Charles Carter, who removed to that place from "Corotoman," and is 
generally known as Charles Carter, "of Shirley." The estate is still 
possessed by his descendants, the heirs of the late Captain R. R. Carter. 

Thomas Grendon. — See Virginia Historical Magazine, I, 441. 

James Minge. — The first of the family of Minge in Virginia is said to 
have been Rev. James Minge, who came to the Colony in 1650. James 
Minge (of the text), was clerk of the House of Burgesses 1676. James 
Minge was a justice of James City county in 1680. James Minge was 
clerk of James City county in 1693. In or before 1692 he married Aw- 
dea, daughter of Robert Harrison, of York county ( York Records). 
James Minge, Jr., was surveyor of James City county in 1702. A James 
Minge died in or before 1710. John Minge was alive in 1711. There is 
a deed dated August 8th, 1712, from James Minge, eldest son of James 
Minge, of Prince George county, conveying a tract of land which was 
patented by the latter April 6th, 1712. Valentine Minge, of Charles 
City county, was dead in 1724, leaving issue. There is recorded in 
Surry a deed, dated 1740, from John and George Minge, of Charles 
City county, to Benjamin Harrison, conveying land which their father, 
Valentine Minge, patented in 1719. John Minge, Jr., was appointed a 
justice of Charles City in 1734. John Minge was a justice of Charles 
City in 1769. George Minge justice of Charles City 1769. David and 
George Minge members of the Charles City Committee of Safety 1775-6. 
John Minge, of "Weyanoke," Charles City, married Sarah, daughter 
of Benjamin Harrison, of " Berkeley," and had issue: I. Dr. John, mar- 
ried Mary Adams; II. Benjamin, married Jane Atkinson; III. Collier, 
married, in 1827, Anna Maria Ladd, of Charles City; IV. George, mar- 
ried Mary, daughter of Benjamin C. Harrison; V. Eliza, married Hugh 
Nelson, of Petersburg; VI. Ann, married David Dunlop, of Petersburg; 
VII. David, married Elvira Adams. 

John and Mary (Adams) Minge had issue: I. Margaret, married Rich- 
ard Wilkins; II. John; III. Molly; IV. Sally, married Captain George 
Pickett, U. S. A., afterwards General Pickett, C. S. A. 

Benjamin and Jane (Atkinson) Minge had issue Mary, who married 
Charles Friend, of Petersburg. 

Collier and Maria (Ladd) Minge had issue: I. Jane, married Robert 
Discil; II.. Maria, married Carter Adams; III. William, married Jane 
Gladden; IV. Collier, married Miss Ingraham. 

David and Elvira (Adams) Minge had issue: I. Margaret, married 
Reuben Dugger; II. Sarah, married Robert Harris; III. David, mar- 
ried Bessie Gwathmey; IV. John, married Bessie Chadwick; V. Benja- 
min, married Lucy Otey. 

George W. Minge member of House of Delegates from Charles City 
1804-5. Dr. John Minge member House of Delegates from Charles 
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City 1822. John Minge, of "Weyanoke," married Sarah Stewart, of 
" Sandy Point " (an estate she was left by her half brother, Lightfoot), 
and had an only daughter, Sarah Melville, who married Robert B. Boi- 
ling, of Petersburg. 

Nicholas Wvatt. — Nicholas Wyatt, son and heir of Anthony Wyatt, 
of the parish of Jordan's, deceased, received in 1686, a grant of all that 
plantation in Charles City on the south side of James river, called Chap- 
lins, purchased long before by his father, but the title deeds for which 
had been lost. His father, Anthony Wyatt, was member of the House 
of Burgesses from Charles City in 1645, 1653 and 1656. Nicholas Wyatt 
was a captain in the Charles City militia in 1677. There was recorded 
in Prince George, April 19th, 1719, a deed which states that Nicholas 
Wyatt, formerly of Charles City, and now of Prince George county, by 
deed February 15th, 1680, sold to Edward Hill, Esquire, deceased, a 
tract of land called Burliegh and the old town, which land was be- 
queathed to Anthony and Nicholas Wyatt, sons of said Nicholas, by the 
will, dated February 16th, 1675, of George Sparrow, of Martin's Bran- 
don parish, deceased — that the said son, Nicholas, died while an infant, 
and the son, Anthony, made a release of his title in 1705, and the said 
Nicholas Wyatt, Sr., now deeds said lands, containing 1,500 acres, to 
Edward Hill, son and heir of the said Edward Hill, deceased. The 
wife of Nicholas Wyatt was, in 1676, Frances Wyatt. Captain Nicholas 
Wyatt probably had another son, Edward Wyatt, whose will, dated 
June 3d, 1725, was proved in Prince George May, 1726. His legatees 
were sons Edward and Francis, and daughters Elizabeth and Sarah. 
Edward Wyatt was a justice of Prince George in 1714. 

These were probably ancestors of the Wyatts afterwards resident in 
Dinwiddie, &c. 



